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Pretty Lily Margrave is not convinced that Hercule Poirot is needed in the matter of Sir Atwell's

murder. At the request of her employer, Lady Atwell, she has already recounted what happened ten

days ago in the Tower Room, and the victim's nephew has been charged with the murder.

Nevertheless, Lady Atwell brings Poirot up to the great house, Mon Repos, to see if he can find out

anything. While the family is initially struck by Poirot's ardent endeavor to uncover what befell Sir

Atwell, his insistence on looking into every nook and cranny becomes too much for some to bear. A

scrap of material, the contents of a tiny box, and his singular ingenuity lead the detective to uncover

the person behind this violent act.
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The stories herein first appeared in various magazines; they're sorted here by original publication

date rather than order of appearance in the book."The King of Clubs" - (March, 1923) Valerie

Saintclair, the famous dancer, has just been all over the papers, having discovered the murdered

body of Henry Reedburn. Prince Paul of Maurania comes to Poirot, since he proposes to marry her,

saying (in one breath), "We are living now in more enlightened days, free from the old caste

prejudices," while *also* saying that 1) it'll be a morganatic marriage (i.e., the children would be out

of the succession), and 2) it doesn't matter because she's actually the daughter of a Russian grand

duchess. (He says that she's bound to secrecy, but has let him guess that much).In other words,

Prince Paul is a pompous idiot, who half-suspects Mlle. Saintclair of murdering Reedburn, based on



her reaction to a fortuneteller's card reading turning up the king of clubs (a fearsome man holding

her in his power), and he's hiring Poirot to find out what really happened. (If you have even a

passing acquaintance with that method of fortunetelling, incidentally, don't let Christie's misuse of

terms distract you from the facts of the case.)"The Affair at the Victory Ball" - (March, 1923) The

Victory in question was the end of WW I. Young Lord Cronshaw and his fiancee Coco Courtenay

attended the ball with several friends, all dressed as characters from the Italian Comedy, he as

Harlequin, she as Columbine, and both died that night, she from a cocaine overdose in her flat, he

with a table knife through his heart at the ball. (There are no Quin or Satterthwaite appearances,

incidentally, despite the Harlequin references.
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